i
fm Comparative Interpretation Research
RS

A Comparative Analysis of the Principles of Human Dignity
in the Exegesis of the Quran Based on
Atyab al-Bayan and Fi Zilal al-Quran*

Bager Riahi Mehr

Assistant Professor, Faculty of Quran and Orientalists, Quran and Hadith Institute of Higher
Education, al-Mustafa International University, Qom, Iran. Email: dr.riahi@chmail.ir

Abstract

Human dignity, as one of the most fundamental philosophical and theological discussions in the

.= Quran, has always been at the center of epistemic developments in Islamic thought and exegetic
studies. The present study, using a comparative approach, while seeking to systematically
identify and analyze the principles of human dignity in the Quran, also clearly examines the
differences and commonalities between the approaches of two prominent contemporary
exegetes, Seyyed Abdul Hussein Tayyeb and Seyyed Qutb. Accordingly, the main question of
the research is to explain the nature and scope of the principles of human dignity and how they
are reflected in the selected commentaries. Based on an analysis of the exegetical texts Atyab
al-Bayan and FT Zilal al-Qur’an, eight fundamental principles related to human dignity have
been identified, each grounded in a deep understanding of the Quran’s semantic structure and
its educational aims—principles such as gradualism, equality, free will, proportionality and
moderation, fitrah (innate disposition)centeredness, and dynamism. The findings indicate that
Tayyeb, relying on the hadith tradition and emphasizing the socio-educational understanding of
Quranic verses, interprets human dignity within the framework of the teachings of the Ahl al-
Bayt (AS) and with a cohesive approach to social structure. In contrast, Seyyed Qutb, through
a reformist mindset and an emphasis on the transformative and civilization-building aspects of
the Quran, underscores the foundational role of thought and individual free will in realizing
human dignity. The comparative analysis of these two approaches highlights overlooked
capacities and diverse dimensions of human dignity in Quranic exegesis and opens a new
pathway for developing the Quranic discourse in the field of Islamic human studies.
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Introduction
In the contemporary era, with the expansion of human rights discourses and the
influence of Western human-centered perspectives in Islamic societies, reexamining
the concept of human dignity based on authentic religious sources has become even
more necessary.
Theoretically, this study lies within the fields of Quranic human studies and
comparative exegesis, and aims to extract and analyze the governing principles of
human dignity not in a fragmented way but in the form of a coherent, integrated system.
On the practical level, its findings can play a role in rethinking educational models,
social ethics, and even cultural policymaking in Islamic societies—particularly when
facing challenges such as excessive individualism, social determinism, or the reduction
of dignity to purely legal notions.
At the national level, a Quran-based articulation of human dignity can strengthen the
ethical-religious discourse in educational and cultural systems and provide a theoretical
foundation for nurturing responsible and committed individuals. And at the
international level, this study enables critical and well-grounded dialogue between
Islamic perspectives and secular interpretations of human dignity, showcasing the
Quran’s capacity to present a comprehensive model of dignity that transcends cultural
and religious boundaries.
Despite numerous studies on human dignity in the Quran, a systematic and comparative
examination specifically focusing on the principles of dignity in the two exegeses,
Atyab al-Bayan and FT1 Zilal al-Qur’an, has not yet been conducted. Most existing
works either focus on a single exegete or provide only a broad descriptive account of
dignity. Therefore, the main research question is: How are the principles of human
dignity in the Quran extracted and explained in the exegeses of Seyyed Abdul Hussein
Tayyeb and Seyyed Qutb, and what are the points of convergence and divergence
between these two approaches in the epistemic, educational, and social areas? The main
innovation of this research lies in extracting and comparatively analyzing the principles
of human dignity as a coherent educational system, rather than as an abstract concept.
Moreover, comparing the Shia-narrative and reformist-civilizational approaches offers
the possibility of presenting a hybrid model of individual and social dignity, an aspect
that has largely been given less attention in previous studies.
The research method of this research is descriptive-analytical with a comparative
approach. Data was collected through library research and content analysis of verses
related to human studies and education in the two commentaries, Atyab al-Bayan and
F1 Zilal al-Qur’an, after which the common and distinct principles of human dignity
were extracted and compared within an analytical framework.

Research Findings
The findings show that both exegetes view human dignity as intrinsic and derived from
God’s creation of the human being; however, they differ significantly in explaining the
path to its realization and its functions. Overall, principles such as gradualism, equality,
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free will, proportionality and moderation, and fifrah (innate disposition) centeredness
were identified as the pillars of human dignity in the Quran. The principle of gradualism
in Tayyeb’s thought finds meaning mostly in the realm of individual ethics and the
journey of spiritual purification, such that the refinement of vices and establishment of
virtues is viewed as a gradual process aligned with human capacity. In contrast, Seyyed
Qutb sees gradualism as a social and civilizational strategy through which the Quran
reformed Age of Ignorance (pre-Islamic) structures stage by stage and prepared the
Muslim community to accept the monotheistic system.

Conclusion

The study shows that human dignity in Quranic exegesis is a multidimensional and
dynamic concept encompassing both individual-ethical and social-civilizational
aspects. Seyyed Abdul Hussein Tayyeb, with an educational-ethical approach grounded
in the narrative tradition, explains dignity within the context of the cohesiveness of the
religious community and individual inner growth. Conversely, Seyyed Qutb, with a
reformist and transformative view, considers dignity a force to free human beings from
pre-Islamic (Age of Ignorance) structures and establish a monotheistic society.
Integrating these two perspectives can offer a comprehensive model of human dignity
that responds both to the educational needs of the individual and to the social and
civilizational challenges of the modern human being.
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