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Abstract

In the interpretation of the first verse of Surah Al-Insan, various perspectives have been
proposed due to differing opinions regarding the meaning of “Insan”, “hinun min al-Dahr”, “lam
yakun shay’an madhkiira”, and the overall verse, as well as determining the purpose of the
interrogative structure. Regarding the meaning of “Insan,” some commentators believe it refers
to a general concept, while others interpret it as referring to a specific instance. Concerning
“hinun mina al-Dahr,” some exegetes have refrained from specifying a precise time frame. In
contrast, others, based on their understanding of the term “Insan,” have attempted to define an
exact period. Regarding the phrase “lam yakun shay’an madhkiira,” commentators have
identified different levels of meaning for the term “shay’an madhkiira.” Additionally,
concerning the nature of the interrogative in verse, various views have been presented, including
rhetorical questioning, negative questioning, and declarative reporting. This study concludes
that based on the purpose of the Surah and the interconnectedness of its verses, linking the terms
“Insan” and ““shay’an madhkiiran” to the concept of the righteous (Abrar) reveals that the verse
refers to the emergence of the righteous (A.S) and prominent human figures who have actualized
the role of being the vicegerents of God (khalifatullah). The interrogative in this verse ultimately
expresses astonishment and highlights the early emergence of the Abrar.
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Introduction

The interpretation of the first verse of Surah Al-Insan, “Has there [not] come upon man
a period of time when he was nothing worth mentioning?”” (76:1), has consistently been
a subject of differing opinions among exegetes. These differences revolve around four
main axes: 1) the meaning of “Al-Insan”, 2) the meaning of “hin min al-dahr”, 3) the
interpretation of the phrase “lam yakun shay’an madhkiiran”, and 4) the overall
meaning of the verse and the nature of its interrogative form.
A precise elucidation of this verse not only clarifies the divine purpose behind human
creation but is also crucial for understanding the status of the perfect human being and
the Abrar within the cosmic order, as well as for grasping the interconnection of the
verses and the overarching aim of the surah.
Despite previous studies on Surah Al-Insan, there is no observed independent and
comprehensive work that methodically and analytically categorizes, critiques, and then
offers a novel analysis of all the exegetical viewpoints concerning its three pivotal
expressions and the verse as a whole—an analysis based on the surah's objective and
the interconnection of its verses. Therefore, the main research questions of this study
are as follows:

1. What are the viewpoints and arguments of the exegetes in interpreting the first

verse of Surah Al-Insan?
2. How does focusing on the interconnection of the verses and the surah's
objective contribute to a correct interpretation of this verse?

This study, by centering the surah's objective and the interconnection of its verses, re-
examines and critiques past opinions, ultimately presenting a new interpretation of the
verse. Furthermore, proposing five distinct levels for "shay'an madhkiran" and
establishing the interrogative as expressing astonishment as the verse's ultimate
meaning are among the novel findings of this research.
This research was conducted using a descriptive-analytical method. In the first step, the
various viewpoints of the exegetes were extracted from tafsir sources and categorized.
Subsequently, these viewpoints were subjected to critique and analysis. In the final
step, by relying on the intra-surah connection of the verses and considering the surah's
objective which was deduced by examining the most recurring themes and main
trajectories within the surah a new analysis of the first verse was presented.

A Comparative Examination of Exegetical Opinions

1. Regarding the meaning of "Al-Insan" (the human/man), opinions are divided into
two main categories: 1) Those who advocate for a general meaning (mankind or the
children of Adam), and 2) Those who advocate for a specific referent, including Prophet
Adam (A.S.) or Imam Ali (A.S.).

2. Regarding the meaning of " hin min al-dahr": Viewpoints include those who believe
no specific time interval is defined and those who believe a specific time interval is
defined.

3. Regarding the meaning of "lam yakun shay’an madhkiiran": Six different
perspectives were identified: a thing mentioned in divine knowledge but unmentioned
in creation; a thing mentioned at the time of appointing a vicegerent but unmentioned
before it; a thing mentioned at the time of birth but unmentioned before birth; a thing
mentioned at the time of human creation and actualization but unmentioned in its
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primary matter and potential state; a thing mentioned at the moment of the blowing of
the soul but unmentioned in its state of primary matter; a thing mentioned before
creation, during creation, and after creation.

4. Regarding the overall meaning of the verse and the type of interrogative, Opinions
include Istitham Taqrirt, Istitham Inkari, and Khabar Taqrir1.

Conclusion
The core message and objective of the surah pertain to the Abrar (peace be upon them),
and it is composed of two sets of verses:
a) Verses 1 to 22: Introducing the Abrar (peace be upon them), describing their
characteristics, and their reward in the Hereafter.
b) Verses 23 to 31: An invitation to cherish affection for the Abrar (peace be upon them)
and to follow them.
Since throughout Surah Al-Insan, the Righteous (peace be upon them) play a central
role, the intended meaning of "Al-Insan" is the Abrar (peace be upon them) (every one
of them), and " hin min al-dahr" refers to a brief duration. Furthermore, the phrase "
lam yakun shay’an madhkiiran" means not being something worthy of mention.
The objective of the first verse is to highlight the emergence of distinguished
individuals who have actualized the station of God's vicegerency (Khalifatullah) and,
through their voluntary actions, have made humanity a subject of significance. It is
through their existence and by virtue of them that humanity attains its most sublime
form as " shay'an madhkiiran". Regarding the verse as a whole, although considering it
as a rhetorical question (istitham taqrir) would yield different answers based on the
varying levels of "ashay'an madhkiiran," in reality, this interrogative serves to express
astonishment. It proclaims the early and remarkable manifestation of the Abrar (peace
be upon them).
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