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Abstract

Given the role of contextual indicators such as place, time, and audience in accurately
uncovering God’s intended meanings in the verses, establishing the date of revelation of the
chapters of the Holy Quran is among the most important pursuits in Quran studies. One of the
chapters regarding whose date of revelation there exists disagreement, and this issue plays a
highly significant role in interpreting its noble verses, is the al-Fath Chapter. The existing
evidence concerning the time of revelation of this chapter falls into two categories: some
indications point to its revelation after the Treaty of Hudaybiyyah, while others indicate that it
was revealed after the Conquest of Makkah. One of the indicators by which the date of
revelation of the al-Fath Chapter may be determined is identifying the referent of the phrase
“clear victory” in the noble verse: “Indeed, We have inaugurated for you a clear victory”
[48:01]. Determining this referent has been a matter of disagreement among exegetes
throughout the history of Quranic exegesis. Using an analytic-historical method, together with
an evaluation of the arguments of Quran Studies scholars, this article demonstrates that among
the various hypotheses concerning the referent of this noble phrase, only the Conquest of
Makkah can be its referent. Based on this conclusion, and with support from the other available
indicators, the blessed al-Fath Chapter was revealed after the Muslims’ Conquest of Makkah in
the eighth year after the Hijrah.
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Introduction
The belief that a particular chpater was revealed at a specific time influences the
exegete’s interpretive orientation in explaining that chapter, clarifying God’s intended
meaning, and preferring certain exegetical theories over others. The al-Fath Chapter is
among the chapters whose date of revelation has been disputed among exegetes. The
cause of this disagreement lies in various forms of evidence, such as narrations
transmitted from the companions and the companions of companions, historical reports
concerning the time and place of the chapter’s revelation, and reports regarding the
chronological order of the revelation of the Quranic chapters. Based on this evidence,
two views have been proposed regarding the date of revelation of the al-Fath Chapter:
One view, relying on narrations transmitted from the companions and the companions
of companions, maintains that the chapter was revealed after the Treaty of
Hudaybiyyah, during the Prophet’s return journey from Hudaybiyyah to Madinah.
According to the second view, however, this chapter was revealed after the Conquest
of Makkah and occupies position 112 in the chronological order of revelation among
the 114 chapters of the Holy Quran.
The existence of these two categories of evidence, together with the absence of any
explicit mention of either the Treaty of Hudaybiyyah or the Conquest of Makkah within
the blessed chapter itself, has intensified these disagreements. Moreover, the presence
of statements in the verses relating to victory in a conflict and the events surrounding
it, which could potentially correspond to either of these two historical events, has made
the disagreement even more complex.
This article attempts to determine the date of revelation of the al-Fath Chapter by
identifying the referent of the phrase “clear victory” in the verse “Indeed, We have
inaugurated for you a clear victory.”' Determining the referent of this phrase has
acquired great importance throughout the history of Quranic exegesis because of the
significant role this noble verse plays in establishing the chapter’s date of revelation.
An exegete who identifies this “victory” as either the Treaty of Hudaybiyyah or the
Conquest of Makkah consequently determines the date of revelation of the chapter on
that basis and interprets its verses accordingly.

Research Findings

A summary of the exegetical opinions demonstrates that determining the referent of the
“clear victory” mentioned in the noble verse plays a fundamental role in establishing
the date of revelation of the al-Fath Chapter. Through examination of the following
points, it may be established that the chapter was revealed after the Conquest of
Makkah:

1. In lexical usage, “fath” means the removal of an existing obstruction and the
attainment of dominance by the conqueror over that which is conquered. This meaning
corresponds appropriately with the Conquest of Makkah as the referent of the noble
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verse, and the syntactic role of “fatahna” is also approved within the context of the
verse.

2. Since the event of the Treaty of Hudaybiyyah did not produce the expected outcomes
of a victory, and since the conflicts of the polytheists with the Prophet (PBUH)
continued even after the treaty’s conclusion, applying the title of victory to this treaty
and identifying it as the referent of the noble phrase “clear victory” is not sound. By
contrast, the Conquest of Makkah did in fact produce such outcomes.

3. The view of those exegetes who regard the glad tidings of the conquest of Mecca,
given at the time of the Treaty of Hudaybiyyah, as the referent of the victory is
incomplete because they alter the meanings of the apparent words of the noble verse
from the past tense to the future tense and fail to take into account the conditions of the
time of revelation. Moreover, had such glad tidings been announced at the time of the
chapter’s revelation, there would have been strong motives for its widespread
transmission; yet no such transmission occurred at that time.

4. Concerning the referent of the blessing “the forgiveness of the Prophet’s (PBUH)
former and later sins because of this victory,” it shows that the view of Sunni exegetes
that it refers to the forgiveness of sins of the Prophet is unsound because it attributes
the committing of sins to the Prophet and due to the lack of a relationship between
forgiveness and the matter of victory. By contrast, the view of Shiite exegetes that it
refers to the removal of the perceived sins according to the polytheists of the Prophet
constitutes a suitable referent for this victory. Since the outcomes of the Treaty of
Hudaybiyyah were not of such a nature as to lead the polytheists to absolve the Prophet
(PBUH), whereas the Conquest of Makkah did produce such effects, the view that the
chapter was revealed after the Conquest of Makkah is thereby substantiated. This
interpretation is also supported by a narration transmitted from Imam al-Reda (AS).

Conclusion

The results of the investigations conducted in this article demonstrate that, among the
various opinions concerning the referent of “clear victory” in the opening verse of the
blessed al-Fath Chapter, its referent is the Conquest of Makkah, and on the basis of
various indicators, the al-Fath Chapter was revealed after the Conquest of Makkah.
This conclusion rests upon the lexical meaning of the word “fath”, consideration of the
outcomes produced by a true victory and their correspondence with the results of the
Conquest of Makkah, the priority of adhering to the apparent meaning of the noble
verses in their interpretation together with attention to the historical circumstances of
revelation, and the disappearance of the hatred and hostility that the polytheists
harbored against the Messenger of God (PBUH) which came to an end through the
Conquest of Makkah and the complete dominance of Islam. All of these matters
establish that the intended meaning of “the clear victory” is the Conquest of Makkah
and that the blessed al-Fath Chapter was revealed after the Conquest of Makkah,
occupying the position of the one hundred and twelfth revealed chapter in the order of
revelation.
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